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PERTH ARENA — OPERATIONAL AND FACILITIES MANAGEMENT 

Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 
MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [12.09 pm]: Mr Speaker, I am 
delighted to have the opportunity today to inform the house of the decision to award preferred respondent status 
for the operational and facilities management of Perth Arena to AEG Ogden. This decision has tremendous 
significance for the entertainment landscape of Western Australia. When the Liberal–National government 
assumed responsibility for delivery of the new Perth Arena, it undertook a significant body of work to determine 
what fundamentals were essential to the operation of a modern, world-class entertainment venue. It is absolutely 
essential that this state-of-the art sport and entertainment facility be operated by a world-class venue operator 
with the skills and networks necessary to attract the national and international events Western Australians expect 
and deserve. The selection of AEG Ogden as preferred respondent has been an exhaustive process. The 
evaluation panel considered submissions from the private sector, as well as a highly competitive public sector 
comparator developed by a VenuesWest management team. The evaluation panel’s report and recommendation 
of AEG Ogden as preferred respondent was endorsed after a thorough assessment process by the state tenders 
review committee in March this year. 

By way of background, AEG Ogden is one of the leading sports and entertainment companies in the world, 
specialising in venue ownership and management. Its portfolio includes venues such as the O2 Arena in London, 
the Staples Centre in Los Angeles, Acer Arena in Sydney, and Suncorp Stadium in Brisbane. Of particular 
relevance is AEG’s track record of venue management in the Asia–Pacific region, with responsibility for the 
management of a wide range of venues, including a network of arenas, stadiums, convention and exhibition 
centres, and performing arts theatres in Australia, China, Malaysia and Qatar. The awarding of preferred 
respondent status to AEG Ogden clearly underlines that the government of Western Australia is committed to 
ensuring that Perth Arena provides the state with regular, high-quality, memorable entertainment and becomes a 
focal point for major concert and sports events. The government is delighted to see a major event organisation 
such as AEG Ogden managing Perth Arena, and we expect to be working with it to secure major national and 
international acts for the venue as soon as it opens. Like all Western Australians, I look forward to the 
completion of the Perth Arena in early 2012 with great excitement, and I look forward, in particular, to the 
world-class line-up of performers and events we can expect as a result of today’s announcement.  
 


